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Since its first issue in April of 1991, the Riel Family 
Newsletter (RFNL) has stood as a proud and enduring 
chronicle of the Riel family's milestones, stories, and 
cherished memories. What began as a modest idea to 
keep far-flung family members connected has grown 
into a deeply loved tradition, now spanning more than 
three decades of continuous monthly publication.

The RFNL was founded and lovingly edited for its first 
20 years by Frank Riel, whose passion for storytelling 
and keen sense of family history shaped the tone and 
heart of the publication. In 2011, the editorial reins 
were passed to Robert Riel, who has carried the news-
letter forward for the past 15 years. 

Through graduations, weddings, new births, anniver-
saries, cross-country moves, and even the bittersweet 
farewells of loved ones, the RFNL has captured it all. 
Each edition serves not only as a monthly update but 
as a time capsule, preserving the shared experiences 
that have shaped the Riel family over the decades.

On the following pages there are covers from some 
of the more significant events in the Riel family his-
tory—moments that brought joy, unity, and sometimes 
tears, but always reminded readers of the strength and 
closeness of the Riel bond.

The Riel Family Newsletter: 
A Chronicle of Family Legacy
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The RFNL is more than just a monthly 
mailer—

It's a thread that weaves through genera-
tions. It’s the announcement of a new baby 
cousin, a spotlight on a family reunion, a 
remembrance of an ancestor, and a cel-
ebration of each Riel’s individual journey. 
It’s how the family keeps its stories alive, 
ensures no one is forgotten, and reminds 
each member, near or far, that they are 
part of something bigger.

As the RFNL continues into its fourth de-
cade, it remains a beautiful testament to 
the enduring power of family, tradition, 
and storytelling.

Remember you can read every edition of 
the RFNL at Riel.org
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Bridy and 
Lyle’s Trip to 
Indian Wells

By Birdy Hartman Hall

Our recent trip to Indian Wells was an 
unforgettable experience. Lyle and I 
chose to stay at the Esmeralda Mar-
riott, a lovely hotel that exceeded our 
expectations. The accommodations 
were exceptional, and the highlight 
was undoubtedly the enormous pool 
setting, which provided a perfect 
place for relaxation and fun.

We dedicated three days to golfing at 
some of the best courses in the area. 
Our first day was spent at Shadow 
Ridge, where the competition be-
tween Lyle and me began. Lyle won 
our first match with ease, setting the 
stage for a fierce rivalry. 

The following day, we moved to Des-
ert Willow, where I managed to even 
the score with a solid performance. 
Our final round took place at Indian 
Wells, and by the end of the day, our 
scores were so evenly matched that it 
was hard to declare a definite winner. 
The tight competition added an extra 
layer of excitement to our trip.
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The food during our stay was nothing short of amazing. One 
particularly memorable dish was the brulee grapefruit, which 
was simply to die for. We were also intrigued by a unique bot-
tle of champagne that was tied with twine instead of the usual 
metal cage. Unfortunately, the champagne had turned, but the 
anticipation of opening such an old bottle was an experience in 
itself. Despite the lack of bubbles, we enjoyed the novelty of the 
moment.

Our last day in Indian Wells 
was dedicated to pure re-
laxation. We spent the day 
lounging in a cabana by the 
pool, engrossed in our books 
and music. The desert's 
perfect 82-degree weather 
provided an ideal backdrop for unwinding after days of 
activity. The warm, sunny atmosphere was a welcomed 
contrast to the not-so-sunny skies of San Diego.

Our journey to Indian Wells was truly memo-
rable, filled with competition, culinary adven-
tures, and serene moments of relaxation. The 
combination of luxurious accommodations, 
challenging golf courses, and delectable food 
made for a perfect getaway. We cherished every 
moment and look forward to our next visit to 
this wonderful destination.
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Golf  Enthusiasm Takes Golf  Enthusiasm Takes 
Bob and L isty to  ArizonaBob and L isty to  Arizona

Anyone who has ever golfed with Bob knows Anyone who has ever golfed with Bob knows 
that he is truly into this sport. He spends a lot that he is truly into this sport. He spends a lot 
of time watching the game being played by of time watching the game being played by 
professionals so that he can improve his own professionals so that he can improve his own 
craft.  He analyzes how they strike the ball craft.  He analyzes how they strike the ball 
and appreciates each birdie they get as they and appreciates each birdie they get as they 
walk down the fairway.  I get recaps of every walk down the fairway.  I get recaps of every 
tournament with the triumphs and failures tournament with the triumphs and failures 
shared so that I can also appreciate the game shared so that I can also appreciate the game 
at Bob’s level as well (or try to).at Bob’s level as well (or try to).

By Listy Gillingham

His love of the game took us last 
month to Chandler, Arizona to 
see the top women golfers from 
all over the world compete in the 
LPGA tournament.  We saw the en-
tire tournament following golfers 
around 18 holes of golf (jumping 
around a few times to see several 
groups attack on the same hole as 
well).  Bob challenged me by ask-
ing me to see how they putt or how 
they swung out of the trap to get 
the right spin or angle.  This was 
not idling watching golf, I had to 
be on my toes with what club they 
should use and marvel at how far 
each of the players could hit the 
ball. 
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On the last day, we got to the course at 10 a.m. and didn’t leave until close to 6:00 p.m. watch-
ing all the top golfers come in.  It was fun being there for a second year in a row, as I got a 
better view of who I liked to follow. I enjoyed watching how the contest can change quickly 
when someone was having a great day and challenged the leaders.  

Nellie Korda is a favorite for both of us (she is also number 1 in the world) but we had fun 
watching Charlie Hull start strong (she dropped out last year because she was sick) and how 
the lead moved from one golfer to the next at the end.  We saw a play-off between Lilia Vu 
and Hyo Joo Kim because they tied at the end of 18 with scores of 22 under (after 4 days of 
play).  They had to replay the 18th hole and Hyo Joo Kim won out with an amazing 5-foot 
putt that dropped into the cup giving her a birdie to Lilia’s missed 22-foot birdie putt.  So, 
there you have it, a true sports article about our adventures in Arizona.
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Scripps Ranch, CA — The Keith family's backyard just got a serious upgrade, and with summer around 
the corner, their three boys—Liam, Braeden, and Riley—are ready to dive in.

After three months of careful construction and planning, Kristy and Seamus Keith have officially 
wrapped up a complete backyard overhaul, crowned by a brand-new pool that's already making waves. 
Nestled in the heart of their Scripps Ranch home, the stunning addition is more than just a place to 
swim—it’s a full-blown retreat built with family fun and laid-back luxury in mind.

The centerpiece of the pool? A built-in lounging area designed to make every day feel like a vacation. 
Two partially submerged lounge chairs invite you to kick back and relax, with a table right between 
them for snacks, sunscreen, or a good book. A thoughtfully placed umbrella casts cool shade over the 
area, perfect for escaping the midday sun without ever leaving the water.

“It was the final piece to bring everything together,” Kristy said, reflecting on the transformation. “The 
backyard has truly become our happy place—and watching the boys enjoy it makes all the planning 
and time worth it.”

With Liam, Braeden, and Riley already turning into little fish, the pool is poised to be the setting for 
countless summer memories, family BBQs, and laid-back weekends for years to come.

Whether it’s a cannonball contest or a calm afternoon float, one thing’s for sure—the Keith family’s 
backyard just became the coolest spot in Scripps Ranch.

Dive in, summer. The Keiths are ready!

The Keith Family 

Unveils Backyard 
Pool Paradise

 in Scripps Ranch



RFNL April 2025 Page 21

April 2025The Riel Family
Calendar is on-line at Riel.org! 

Click here to see it.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

0 0 0 0 1 2 3
0 0 0 0 Mattie & Sophia's 

11th & 
Avery G's 1st 
Birthdays

Curtis' 
41st Birthday

0

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
0 Cinco De Mayo Lyle's 

69th Birthday
0 0 0 0

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Mother's Day 0 Remember 

Frank 
Day (12)

0 0 0 Michelle's 
43rd Birthday

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
0 0 0 0 0 Corbin's 16th & 

Lauren H's 
42nd Birthdays

0

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Braeden's 
12th Birthday

Memorial Day 0 Bud's 
84th Birthday

0 0 Craig & Ana's 
17th Ann. & 
Bob's 
70st Birthday

May
2025

https://www.riel.org/Calander/2025-01.html
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GOVX San Diego Half MarathonGOVX San Diego Half Marathon

Kristy and Seamus added yet another half mara-
thon to the ever-growing list of races they've 
conquered together, each finish line a testament 
to their shared passion and unbreakable bond. 
With every stride, they not only challenged their 
limits but also deepened their connection, turn-
ing each race into a celebration of love, endur-
ance, and the countless memories built side by 
side.

Family ShortS

The sun was just starting to stretch over the hills of Fallbrook on 
Sunday, April 13th, when Jessica Arredondo and Chris Riel rolled 
into town, windows down, music playing, and the scent of citrus 
groves drifting through the air. Riding shotgun was none other 
than Jessica’s mom, Toni Ontiveros. The trio were buzzing with ex-
citement for their day at the legendary Fallbrook Avocado Festival.

As soon as they stepped onto Main Street, it was clear: this was 
the place to be. Booths lined the road like a patchwork quilt of cre-
ativity and green goodness. There were avocado tacos, avocado ice 
cream, guacamole galore*, and even—yes—avocado beer. Chris 
raised an eyebrow at that last one, but hey, when in Fallbrook.

Chris found a rustic wooden sign that read “You Guac My World” 
and handed it to Jessica with a goofy grin. They laughed, snapped 
pictures under the giant avocado balloon arch, and wandered from 
stall to stall, admiring the quirky hand-carved kitchen tools, avoca-
do-themed candles, and locally made jewelry.

As the crowds mellowed, the trio followed the smoky scent of 
grilled meat to a tucked-away BBQ spot just off the main drag. They 
found a cozy picnic table under the lights, and enjoyed platters 
of ribs, mac and cheese, and—of course—grilled avocado halves 
stuffed with salsa and lime.


